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Abstrakt

Italy in the Eyes of the Young. The Italian Working Conditions of the Last Twenty Years as Rendered
in Literature

Abstract: This paper examines how the working conditions in Italy are represented in the literature of
the last 20 years written by young authors, from the 1990s and the beginnings of Postmodernism’s
influence on young people, up to the new century and its relative propensity for risk-taking. This article
examines the changes that have occurred to society and its needs; emphasis is placed on the evolution
of legal regulations and on the creation of the new literary topos, such as the call centre—a
contemporary non-place of the precariat. In this article, much attention is paid to the necessity of writing
as a method of capturing the reality, or simply as a way of making a living. The aforementioned issue,
which is highly topical, became the subject of numerous novels written by the young and often
unemployed. Especially in recent years, this literary protest emerged to condemn flexible employment
contracts. It is worthwhile to mention the following recent works related to these issues: Il Mondo Deve
Sapere (Murgia) and Generazione Mille Euro (Incorvaia, Rimassa), as well as the classic Tutti Giu per
Terra (Culicchia). The literary aspects of this essay are enriched by the theories of Zygmunt Bauman,
Richard Sennett, Ulrich Beck and Anthony Giddens to give an overall picture of the contemporary work
conditions of the young, combining theory with real experiences.
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